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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CANOLA — COMMERCIAL CULTIVATION 

6. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Agriculture and Food:  

As I came into Parliament today, I noticed a crowd of people outside — 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Obviously, there are a lot of members in this place who made that observation. Perhaps for the 
time being they would like to keep their thoughts to themselves. I ask the member to continue with the question. 

Mr I.C. BLAYNEY: As I came into Parliament today, there was a crowd of people outside concerned about the 
minister’s recent decision to allow the commercial cultivation of genetically modified canola in Western 
Australia. What can the minister say to reassure the Western Australian community that GM canola is safe, as he 
and I both know it to be?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

I thank the member for Geraldton for his question and for his interest in this matter. I inform the member that I 
too noticed a few people gathered outside this place. I took the time to go outside and listen to some of their 
viewpoints. I fully respect people’s rights to protest. Clearly, this issue is one that can be fairly controversial. 
Indeed, there is a heap of scaremongering around on this GM issue. This government has taken a science-based 
approach. It has looked at the evidence and the facts, and it delivered a decision in January this year on GM 
canola. That decision has been made and now the farmers in Western Australia can move forward with a choice 
that they did not have before—a choice that puts them in step with 23 other countries in the world, with, indeed, 
some 115 million hectares of GM crops grown internationally.  

After the trials last year of some 850 hectares across 17 farms and a couple of Department of Agriculture and 
Food research stations, I am very convinced and satisfied that through our handling systems in Western 
Australia, we are able to maintain a level of segregation to maintain both GM and non-GM systems. This is 
about choice; it is about farmers who choose to stay non-GM being able to do so. Nobody is forcing anybody 
into this position. However, if for a number of reasons GM canola suits particular farming systems, farmers have 
the choice to go down that path and remain competitive in what is a very challenging environment for a number 
of farmers.  

I make the point that a lot of farmers are doing it tough, as they prepare their budgets for the coming season, to 
find the balance between what it costs to put in a crop and what return they would get. It is very challenging for 
farmers, and I am getting a lot of feedback on this issue. It is incumbent upon government to make decisions to 
set up an environment that presents farmers with the opportunity to conduct businesses from which they can 
make money, and for that opportunity to happen in regional Western Australia. I am very happy about the 
decision that has been made. I support it. The decision has been made, and now Western Australian farmers have 
the opportunity to grow GM canola.  
 


